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1. Chief Returning Officer

The Executive shall appoint a Chief Returning Officer (CRO) to act as an impartial coordinator and oversee 

the running of the referendum or election.

 1.1. Duty

 The CRO shall act impartially and in an unbiased manner and make no public written and/or oral   

 statements except in respect to referendum or election procedural matters.

 1.2. Report

 The CRO shall submit a written report to the Board detailing irregularities and disciplinary decision,   

 recommendations, etc., for future reference. This report is to be submitted at the next Board Meeting.

 1.3. Disciplinary Powers

 The CRO may discipline any side in a referendum or election for contravening this policy.

2. Referendum and Election Preparations

The CRO is responsible for ensuring all necessary preparations for the election are carried out in an orderly 

and thorough manner.

3. Publicity

Proper notice will be given to the membership of any election.
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4. Campaigning

Any publicizing of a party’s name or of its platform through any medium shall be deemed campaigning.

 4.1. Campaign Committee

 Each candidate in an election shall have   

 the opportunity to form a committee that   

 will be recognized officially by the CRO. Such   

 a committee must be chaired by at least one   

 full member of the GSA.

 4.2. Campaign Instructional Meeting

 

 The CRO shall hold a pre-campaign meeting   

 to ensure that the committees are aware   

 of and understand the regulations. Ignorance   

 of these regulations shall not be a valid  

 excuse. At the meeting the CRO and the   

 committees shall agree on campaign

 procedures and conduct. Campaigning  

 may immediately begin following the    

 Campaign Instructional Meeting.

  4.2.1. Agents

 

  In the case of an election, at least one of  

  either the candidate or the candidate’s   

  designated agent must be present at the   

  meeting. No agent may represent more   

  than one candidate.

 4.3. Classroom Speaking

 

 Committees speaking to any graduate classes  

 will be coordinated through the CRO.

 

 4.4. Accountability

 

 Committees shall be responsible for the  

 actions of their campaign workers and   

 committees shall be strictly liable for  

 campaign violations.

 4.5. Posting of Signs and Notices

 

 Signs and notices will be posted according to   

 the poster policy of WLU. All signs and notices   

 must be stamped by the GSA.

 4.6. Decisions

 

 The CRO shall meet with the committees as   

 needed during the campaign period to judge  

 complaints. The CRO shall decide on the   

 violation based on written complaints or 

 witness of the CRO.

 4.7. Disqualification

 

 Any committee that loses its entire spending   

 allowance through the leveling of penalties in   

 accordance with this policy will be disqualified

 from the election. Any committee disqualified   

 from the election will not be permitted further   

 participation in the campaign. This includes   

 access to electronic forums, public forums,

 posters, and space in the bulletins sent to   

 graduate students.
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5. Campaign Financing

 5.1. Spending Limits

 Campaign spending reimbursement limits will be set at $50 for President elections, $20 for Director   

 elections, and $100 for referendums unless amended with a simple majority of the Board. Spending  

 limits include sales tax.

 5.2. Financial Accountability

 Each committee must submit a completed financial accounting form to the CRO at the close of polls.  

 The statement will contain all campaign expenses.

 5.3. Committee Financing

 Each committee, unless otherwise disciplined, shall be entitled to GSA financing in the form   

 of a full rebate of its expenses, including sales tax. A committee which overspends up to 10% will   

 not be entitled to a rebate of the excess. A committee which overspends by more than 10% is   

 recommended for disciplinary action as outlined in this policy.

 5.4. Attribution of Campaign Material

 Committees will be assessed fair market value for any campaign material with their name, logo, or  

 identifying mark on it. Should one of the parties involved in the election distribute, or attempt to   

 distribute promotional materials before the start of the campaign period, the committee will be   

 assessed two times fair market value for these materials or as determined by the CRO.



PAGE 6 ELECTION OPERATING PROCEDURES

ELECTION OPERATING PROCEDURES

6. Fine Structure

 6.1. Fine Structure

 Fines are intended to ensure committees   

 comply with this policy or face penalty  

 for violations.

 6.2. First 24 Hours

 During the first twenty-four hours of the    

 campaign period only warnings will be given   

 out for minor infractions of the posting policy.  

 Other infractions will be considered by  

 the CRO.

 6.3. After the First 24 Hours

 Any time after twenty-four hours into the   

 campaign period, a maximum fine of 10% per   

 infraction per building may be levied for   

 posting infractions that violate this Policy.

 6.4. Materials displayed illegally  

 and prominently

 A maximum fine of 15% may be levied at any  

 time throughout the campaign period for

 materials displayed illegally and where an   

 unusually great amount of exposure is likely.

 

 6.5. Inappropriate Public Behaviour

 

 A maximum fine of 20% may be levied at   

 the discretion of the CRO for inappropriate  

 public behaviour (see WLU code of conduct)  

 at a public forum or speaking engagement.  

 The offending committee will be required to  

 leave the scene or face further penalties at  

 the discretion of the CRO.

 6.6. Addressing groups without fair warning

 A maximum fine of 20% may be levied for a   

 committee addressing an extracurricular   

 group without the other committees or CRO  

 having knowledge of the opportunity.

 6.7. Campaigning outside of  

 campaign period

 A maximum fine of 50% may be levied for   

 any and all campaigning outside of the   

 campaign period.

 6.8. Other Violations

 The CRO shall reserve the right to levy a   

 fine up to 25% of the total spending limit for   

 any violation not described above.

 6.9. Appeals

 The Executive will be the final level of appeal   

 for any alleged irregularity in the conduct of   

 the election.
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7. Voting

 7.1. Referendum and Election Voting

 Polling shall be conducted online when possible, increasing accessibility and demonstrating the GSA’s  

 commitment to sustainability. Polling may also be conducted through on-campus polling station(s),  

 when the CRO deems it necessary. Where appropriate, additional means of voting can be named by  

 the CRO.

 7.2. Eligibility

 All members paying fees to the GSA may vote in an election. Proxy voting eligibility will be determined  

 by the CRO.

 7.3. Chief Returning Officer and Tie-Breaking

 If they are a member of the GSA, the CRO shall cast his or her vote by paper ballot before the   

 opening of the polls, and place it in a sealed envelope in the ballot box to be opened in the event of  

 a tie vote. The vote of the CRO shall count towards quorum of the election. If the CRO is not a   

 member of the GSA, the outgoing Chair of the Board shall cast his or her vote by paper ballot before  

 the opening of the polls, and place it in a sealed envelope in the ballot box to be opened in the   

 event of a tie vote. In the case that the outgoing Chair of the Board is seeking election, a tied vote  

 shall be put to a re-vote.
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8. Scrutineers and Agents

Each campaign committee is entitled to have one scrutineer present at each polling station during the 

voting period, if paper ballots are used. Each campaign committee shall be represented by its agent or

an authorized scrutineer when the ballots are counted, or if online polling is used, when the official tally 

occurs. Only the CRO or designated members of the GSA may handle the ballots. The CRO shall notify the 

campaign committees of the time and the place of counting or of the official tally, so it may be witnessed.

The CRO shall be informed in writing before the polls open as to the identity of each scrutineer or agent.

 8.1. Election Decision

 Votes shall be cast by secret paper, or electronic ballot. Each eligible voter is entitled to one ballot.  

 Between the advanced polls and voting at the election, there shall be a minimum of five hours of   

 voting. The counting of the ballots by the CRO or designated members of the GSA, or the official   

 tallying if online polling is used, will be witnessed by authorized scrutineer or agents. Ballots shall be   

 retained for forty-eight hours following the closure of the election period, after which they shall  

 be destroyed.

 8.1.1. Quorum

 Quorum for the election shall be set at 25 eligible voters. If quorum has not been met, the election  

 shall be considered null and void.





generalinfo@wlugsa.ca
519.884.0710 x 3501
75 University Ave W, Waterloo, ON N2L 3C5


